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Lake Erie Regional
Choral Competition
 

Hosted by The Young People’s Chorus of Erie

& Penn State Erie, The Behrend College
Overview

Guidelines:

· The competition is open to college/university choirs, women’s choirs, men’s choirs, youth and children’s choirs, church choirs, and adult community choirs.

· The mixed choirs must have at least 16 and no more than 60 singers. The women’s and men’s choirs must have at least 12 singers.

· All choirs will perform their repertoire from memory. Singers will not be permitted to hold music in any round of competition.

Expenses & Accommodations:

· A registration fee of $300 per choir is due at the time of registration. This fee will cover competition expenses such as facilities, judges’ fees, supplies, publicity, and other operational costs. Upon confirmation of registration, choirs will have the option to pay for itemized expenses such as meals and t-shirts on a per-singer basis. Further explanation of these costs is provided on the application document.

· For choirs traveling from outside the region, the competition host will reserve blocks of rooms at local area hotels, and pricing options for group reservations will be provided to registered choirs. Reserving, securing, and paying for accommodations will be the responsibility of the participating choir. 

· Travel to and from Erie, and to and from the Penn State Erie campus during the competition, will be the responsibility of the participating choir. 

· Choirs will be asked to provide travel and hotel information to the competition host 30 days prior to the competition. 

General Information:

· All competitions will take place on the campus of Penn State Erie, The Behrend College. Suitable rehearsal space with a piano or full-size electronic keyboard will be provided for each choir prior to its round of competition.

Public Audiences:

· Each round of competition will take place in a venue suitable for choral performance, with a limited seating area for other choirs and/or the public to view the competition performances. Complimentary admission to other rounds in which a choir is not competing will be provided as seating is available. Tickets will be sold to the general public to view each round, also as seating is available.

· Tickets will be sold separately to the public to view the closing concert, which will feature the first-place winners from each round of competition, and one selection sung by all competing choirs combined.

Adjudication:

· Judging will be conducted by highly qualified adjudicators who are also practicing, professional choral conductors. To guarantee impartiality, judges will have no personal or professional affiliation with the hosting organizations, The Young People’s Chorus of Erie or Penn State Erie, The Behrend College.

· Judges will use the following criteria for adjudication: intonation, rhythmic precision, stylistic sensitivity, musical expression, visual presentation and expression, and adherence to the score & composer’s intentions. 

· All participating choirs will compete in a preliminary round for their category. The preliminary rounds will be held on Friday and Saturday. Judges will advance two choirs per category to a final round to be held on Saturday. Judges will then select one choir per category in the final round as the winner of that category.

· All choirs are encouraged to remain for the duration of the competition, regardless of placement. The concluding concert on Sunday will open with one selection to be sung by all competing choirs from the preliminary rounds combined, followed by performances of 1 piece each by the 8 winning choirs from the previous day’s final round. 

